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God has created me to do Him some definite service. 
He has committed some work to me, 

which He has not committed to another. 
I am a link in a chain,  

a bond of connection between people. 
He has not created me for nothing. 

I shall do good. 
I shall do his work. 

 
God our Father, 

Give us the strength and courage to be our true self. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

 
AMEN 

 Our school prayer 



 

 

 

Welcome to Bishop Ullathorne! We are delighted that you have chosen to join 
our school community and we are really looking forward to welcoming you as 
our new Year 7s.  We hope that you will find this Transition booklet very useful. 
Please take the time to read through it with your parent/ carer.  
Starting secondary school is an exciting time in your life, although it can also 
feel a little scary and uncertain too as you embrace the new routines and 
opportunities that secondary school life has to offer. 
Owing to the current school closures we are adapting the way that we help you 
prepare for this change. Do not worry, we are here to support you every step of 
the way. 
There are many things to look forward to about starting secondary school. You 
will make friendships that will last for the rest of your life. You will also learn and 
experience a range of subjects and skills. 
By taking a moment to think about some of the questions and ideas in this 
booklet, it will help you to get ready for your exciting new adventure and 
hopefully answer a lot of the questions you may have. Over the next few weeks 
there will also be more useful information and activities on the 'New Starter' 
page of our school website. 
We look forward to meeting you soon, and in the meantime, please continue to 
work hard for your Year 6 Teacher and keep yourself safe and healthy.  
 
Ms Maxwell, Head of Year 7,  
Mrs Brown, Assistant Headteacher 
and all of the Transition Team 

Starting Secondary School 

WHAT ARE MY 
THOUGHTS ABOUT 

STARTING  
SECONDARY 

SCHOOL? 



 

 

 Form groups 

When you join Bishop Ullathorne 
you will be placed in a Form group. 
This is your special “Family” group, 
led by your Form Tutor. In your new 
Form group, you will have at least 

one friend from your primary school 
who is starting Bishop Ullathorne 

with you. 

Morning prayer 

You start each 
day as part of 
your Form 
group. The 
first activity 
that you take 
part in is to 
pray together 

so that we start 
each day with 
God.  
Our Catholic 
faith is central 
to all that we 
are and all that 
we do. 

 



 

 

 Every Form group also has two “Peer Mentors”.  
Peer Mentors are Year 9 students who will be 
very special and important people to you. They 
will help you when you first start to find your way 
around school. They will also be able to give you 
advice if you are worried about anything and will 
be ready to listen and help you if you need it. 

Peer 
Mentors 

Teaching groups 

When you go to lessons you will be in different groups. These are 
called “teaching groups“. Being in different groups allows you to 
meet other students and to get to know more people as quickly as 
possible. This will allow you to widen your friendship circle easily.                 



 

 

 Subjects 

You will get homework for most of your  
subjects. To help you, we use an online app 
called “Show My Homework”.  
It is very important that you learn to organise 
your homework and you must meet all of your 
deadlines. Homework is compulsory.  
You should spend about one and a half hours 
on homework every evening. 

 
During Year 7, you will study many different  
subjects! This is a wonderful opportunity to learn 
new subjects and skills.  
 
Those subjects are: RE, English, mathematics,  
science, history, geography, drama, art, music, 
Spanish, French, product design, textiles, cater-
ing, computing, PE and CPSHE. 
Therefore you may have many different teach-
ers during the course of the year. 

Homework 



 

 

 Timetable 

Have a book box, in your bedroom to keep all of your school books in.  
A plastic one with a lid is useful as then you can stick a copy of your  
timetable on it and can refer to it easily. This helps keep everything in 
one place. A cardboard box would work as well. 
 
You have five lessons each day and must always bring in the correct 
books and equipment. Each evening when you get home, unpack the 
books in your bag, place them in the book box and pack what is  
needed for the next day. Use your timetable to help you. 
 
Do not try to carry all your books in your bag—there are too many!  
Remember, you have to carry your bag and coat around with you all day! 

Self-organisation — a key skill 
Helpful hint—Have 
a ‘book box’. 

The timetable contains the subject code the teacher code and the 
room number. 

To fit all the subjects in, we use a two week timetable separated into 
Week A and Week B. An example of a timetable is below. Don’t worry 
we will help you read this! 



 

 

Remember: no jeans, 
jeggings or tight fitting skirts 

or trousers. 

A black blazer with 
the school crest on 

the front pocket.  

A clip-on school tie. 
This must be worn 

at all times.  

Smart black, full length 
trousers. 

Smart, black leather or 
leather-look shoes. They 

must be plain black without 
any logos or coloured stripes 

on them. 

School uniform and equipment 

 Always make sure that you have the full correct uniform on.  
 Do not get caught out by forgetting something important or    

wearing incorrect items. 

Smart black 
pleated knee length 

Skirt or smart 
black, full length 

trousers. 

You are allowed to 
wear a watch and 

one pair of earrings. 



 

 

Lunchtimes 

We have two lunch breaks: 11 to 11.30am and 1.30 to 2pm. 
During the breaks, you can do any of the following: 
 
• eat lunch in the canteen, either a bought meal or a packed lunch 
• go to the Year 7 playground 
• go to the Library  
• attend one of the many clubs and enrichment opportunities on  
         offer. We expect students to attend at least one club. 

Good to know: for the first 
couple of weeks you will 
go to the canteen early so 
you can get used to how 
it works. 

Making friends 

There will be lots of new students in your year. If you know other students 
already from your primary school, don’t just stick with them. This is a  
wonderful opportunity to widen your friendship circle. 
 
Be particularly welcoming to all students. Lots of them will have come 
from a primary school on their own.  
 
Can you imagine how that would feel?  



 

 

 Travelling to school 

Most of you are used to walking to school. Travelling to school is  
often very different as you have further to travel. 
 
Make sure that you have discussed travel arrangements with your 
parent/ carer so you know how you are getting to and from school each 
day. 
Many students travel by bus—either by a Travel DeCourcey school bus 
or a West Midlands public bus. 
Always… 
• have your bus pass or the correct bus fare  
• check you get on the right bus. Check the number carefully before 

you board the bus. 
For the first couple of weeks you will finish your last lesson a few 
minutes early to give you more time to get used to catching the bus. 

Top tip—familiarise 
yourself with the bus 
stop near your home 
so you know where to 

get on and off. 

 
If you are walking, make sure 

you know the route to and from 
school. Always be mindful of  
traffic and cross the roads  

carefully. 

If you are travelling by car,  
non-staff cars are not allowed on 
our school site for safety reasons 
so make sure you have agreed 
with your parent where you are  

being collected from. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Main differences 

You may travel independently for the first time. You may use public 
transport to school.  

You move around the school going to different classrooms for different 
subjects using your own personalised two-week timetable. You carry 
round all your books and equipment. 

As well as more students, there are also more staff, classrooms and you 
learn more subjects than at primary school. 

You must bring your own suitably sized rucksack or large bag, which 
contains a well stocked pencil case. You are responsible for all of your  
belongings. 

We expect you  
to be well- 
organised. 

There are many more students than in primary school. In Year 7 there 
are six Form groups (a bit like your current Year 6 class) but you are  
divided into seven teaching groups for lessons. 



 

 

 Helpful Hints 

As you move around 
school, keep to the 
left on the stairs and 
in the corridors. 

Address staff as “Miss” or 
“Sir” at all times. For  

example, when answering 
the register, you would say 
“Yes, Miss” or “Yes, Sir”. 

If you don’t feel well or have 
hurt yourself, tell a teacher 

and we will help you. 

Get to your lessons 
(and buses at the 
end of the day)  
on time. 

Listen carefully to  
instructions but ask if 
you are unsure. Do 

not suffer in  
silence! 

Name everything  
including your  

uniform, school 
bag, PE kit, PE 
bag, pencil case 

and books. 

Finally...keep this booklet safe.  
Read it several times. It 
contains a lot of information. 

Keep a copy of your 
timetable in your  

blazer pocket so you 
can refer to it quickly 

and easily. 



 

 

 

Have you got any questions? 
If there is anything that you are still unsure about or have any 
unanswered questions, write them down on this page. Then 
email them to us at Yr6-7Queries@bishopullathorne.co.uk 
by Monday 8 June. 
You will be able to read all the questions raised and the answers 
on the transition page of the school website. 
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The school is spilt into two main buildings: Below is a map of A Block 



 

 

The school is spilt into two main buildings: Below is a map of B Block 



 

 

Meet your key staff 
 

There are a lot of staff at Bishop Ullathorne but here are the main ones to 
learn now so that you can recognise us when you see us! 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          
                
     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Billings 
Headteacher 

Mrs Boyle   
Deputy Head                                                         

Ms Maxwell 
Head of Year 7 

Mrs Burgess 
Pastoral Support Officer 

Mrs Salter 
Special Needs & Disability   

Coordinator 

Mrs Brown                  
Assistant Headteacher              

attached to Year 7 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Mission is to be an  

active Christian community of  
love and service, 
where all feel they  

belong and are valued. 
 

We will help  
each other to recognise  

the gifts of God within us, 
to search for excellence  

and to foster the development  
of our true self. 

 Our school mission statement 
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