
GCSE Revision questions for Paper 2 Britain 

 

Answer or plan answers to as many of these questions as you can to help your revision: 

 

Paper 2 Section A: Health and Medicine 1200-2000 

1. Compare public health in a medieval town with public health in a Medieval 

Monastery. In what ways are they different?  

 

2. Compare a Medieval town with early 19th century London. In what ways are they 

similar?  (8 marks) 

 

3. Compare medieval anatomy with Renaissance anatomy. In what ways are they 

different? (8 marks) 

 

4. Compare the work of Andreas Vesalius and John Hunter. In what ways are they 

similar? (8 marks) 

 

5. Compare medieval anatomy with Renaissance anatomy. In what ways are they 

different? (8 marks) 

 

6. JUNE 2018: Compare surgery and anatomy during the Renaissance with surgery and 
anatomy in the 19th century. In what ways were they similar? (8 marks) 

 

7. JUNE 2018: Explain the significance of Hippocratic and Galenic medicine after c1000 AD. 
(8 marks) 

 

8. Explain the significance of the work of William Harvey for the development of 

surgery. (8 marks) 

 

9. Compare the Black Death in the 14th century with the Cholera epidemics in the 19th 

century. In what ways are they similar? (8 marks) 

 

10.  Compare the Black Death in the 14th century with the Great Plague in the 17th 

century. In what ways are they similar? (8 marks) 

 



11. Explain the significance of anesthetics in the development of medicine (8 marks) 

 

12. Explain the significance of Lister’s work for the development of medicine. (8 marks) 

 

 

13. Compare the work of Pasteur and Koch. In what ways are they different? (8 marks) 

 

14. Compare a Medieval town with early nineteenth century London. In what ways are 

they similar? (8 marks) 

 

15. Compare Surgery in the Middle Ages with Surgery at the time of John Hunter (8 

marks) 

 

16. Explain the significance of the Liberal Social reforms for the prevention of disease. (8 

marks) 

 

17. Explain the significance of Penicillin in the development of Medicine (8 marks) 

 

18. Was the preservation of the writings of the ancient Greeks and Romans the most 

important contribution that Islam made to Medical progress? (16 marks) 

 

19. 17. Has the role of the individual been the main factor in the development of 

medicine in Britain since Medieval times? (16 marks) 

 

20. 18. Was the wealth of a monastery the main factor in keeping monks healthy in 

Medieval England? (16 marks) 

 

19. Christianity and Islam helped medical progress during the Middle Ages.’ How far do 

you agree with this statement?  (16 marks) 

 

21. Has the role of the individual been the main factor in the development of medicine in 

Britain since Medieval times? (16 marks) 

 



22. Has the Religion been the main factor in the development of medicine in Britain since 

Medieval times? (16 marks) 

 

23. Was luck the main factor in the development of vaccines between 1800 and 1900? 

(16 marks) 

 

24. Has science been the main factor in the development of penicillin? (16 marks) 

 

25. Has war been the main factor leading to improvements in surgery?  (16 marks) 

 

26. Have governments been the main factor in the development of public health (16 

marks) 

 

27. Has technology been the main factor in understanding the causes of disease in 
Britain? (16 marks) 

 

28. Has the role of the individual been the main factor in developing the treatment of disease in 
Britain? JUNE 2018: Explain your answer with reference to the role of the individual and other 
factors. (16 marks) 

 

 

 

Paper 2 Section B: The Norman Conquest 1066-1100 

 

1. JUNE 2018: Write an account of the problems caused by the death of Edward the 
Confessor in 1066. (8 marks) 

 

2. Explain what was important about William, Duke of Normandy’s claim to the English 

throne. (8 marks) 

 

3. Explain what was important about William’s preparations for the invasion. (8 marks) 

 

4. Explain what was important about the Harrying of the North for Norman England. (8 

marks) 

 



5. Write an account of the ways in which the feudal system changed under the 

Normans. (8 marks) 

 

 

6. Explain what was important about land holding and lordship in Norman England ( 8 

marks) 

 

7. Write an account of the ways in which law and order changed under the Normans. (8 

marks) 

 

8. Explain what was important about the reforms to law and order under William I. (8 

marks) 

 

9. JUNE 2018: Explain what was important about the Norman reform of the English 

legal system. (8 marks) 

 
 

10. Explain what was important about the organization of a Norman village. (8 marks) 

 

11. Write an account of the ways in which town life changed under the Normans. (8 

marks) 

 

 

12. Write an account of the ways in which the lives of Anglo Saxon villagers stayed the 

same under the Normans. (8 marks) 

 

13. Explain what was important about Norman reforms of the Church. (8 marks) 

 

14. Explain what was important about reforms of the monasteries under the Normans. (8 

marks) 

 

15. Write an account of the ways in which education changed under the Normans. (8 

marks) 

 



 

 


