
RE GCSE PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

 Practice Question Revision 

Book Pages 

C1: Origins and Meanings 

1 b Describe St Augustine’s teachings about creation. [5] 1 

2 c Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or 

two Christian traditions beliefs about creation. [8] 

1-2 

3 b Describe the scientific explanations of the origins of the 

universe.  

3-4 

4 d “Science alone explains the origins of the universe.” [15] 3-4 

5 b Describe St Catherine of Siena’s beliefs about the 

human person. [5] 

5 

6 b Describe the Catholic beliefs about Imago Dei. [5] 5 

7 d “Abortion is always wrong.” [15] 6-7 

8 c Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or 

two Christian traditions attitudes to Genesis 1 and 2. [8] 

8-9, 13 

9 d “All humans should care for the environment.” [15] 10-11 

10 b Describe the Catholic beliefs about stewardship. [5] 11 

11 b Describe Catholic beliefs about the nature of the Bible. 

[5] 

12 

12 b Describe how two features of Michelangelo’s Creation of 

Adam express Catholic beliefs about creation. [5] 

14-15 

13 b Describe the meaning of two features of the Tree of 

Life Apse mosaic. [5] 

16-17 

14 b Describe what Gaudium et Spes teaches Catholics about 

human dignity. [5] 

18 

15 d “Interfaith dialogue is not important for Catholics.” [15] 19 

16 b Describe how the work of CAFOD promotes human 

dignity. [5]  

20 

17 b Describe how the work of the SVP shows love of 

neighbour. [5] 

20 

18 c Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or 

two Christian traditions beliefs about abortion. [8] 

6-7 

 

 

 



C1: Good and Evil 

19 b Describe St Augustine’s response to the problem of evil. 

[5] 

23 

20 c Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or 

two Christian traditions beliefs about the origin of evil. 

[8] 

24-25 

21 b Describe the differences between natural and moral 

evil. [5] 

24 

22 d “God cannot exist alongside evil and suffering.” [15] 23-24 

23 b Describe Catholic beliefs about how God’s goodness is 

seen in creation. [5] 

25 

24 c Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or 

two Christian traditions beliefs about suffering. [8] 

26 

25 b Describe two Catholic responses to suffering. [5] 26 

26 b Describe St Augustine’s teaching on the Trinity. [5] 28 

27 c Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or 

two Christian traditions beliefs about the Trinity. [8] 

27 

28 d “God cannot be one and also three.” [15] 27-28 

29 b Describe the Catholic beliefs about the incarnation. [5] 29 

30 b Describe John Paul II’s teaching on suffering. [5] 30  

31 b Describe how Jesus is an example of moral behaviour. 

[5] 

31 

32 b Describe how Jesus reinterpreted the Law of Moses. 

[5] 

32 

33 b Describe St Thomas Aquinas’ teachings about Natural 

Law. [5] 

33 

34 b Describe how suffering can develop virtues. [5] 33 

35 b Describe Catholic beliefs about conscience. [5] 33 

36 b Describe how Michelangelo’s Pieta shows Catholic 

beliefs about suffering. [5] 

34-35 

37 d “Statues should not be used in worship.” [15] 34-35 

38 b Describe the reasons why a Catholic may go on 

pilgrimage. [5] 

36 

39 b Describe how the sorrowful mysteries might help 

Catholics to respond to the problem of evil. [5] 

38 

39b d “Suffering serves no purpose.” [15] 33 
 

 



C2: Life after death 

40 b Describe the Catholic attitude to euthanasia. [5] 42 

41 d “Euthanasia is always morally wrong.” [15] 44 

42 b Describe the teaching of Saint Paul about the 

resurrection of the body. [5] 

45 

43 d “Death is the end of life.” [15] 46 

44 b Describe Jesus’ teachings on judgement. [5] 48 

45 c Explain Catholic beliefs about life after death. [8] 47-48 

46 b Describe Catholic teachings on the Magisterium. [5] 49 

47 c Explain the importance of the Second Vatican Council. [8] 51 

48 b Describe two features of the Passion of Christ 

sarcophagus in Pio Cristiano Museum in Rome and how they 

show Catholic beliefs about life after death. [5] 

52 

49 c Explain the importance of the Paschal Candle. [8] 54 

50 c Explain how Faure’s Requiem expresses Catholic belief 

about life after death. [8] 

55 

51 b Describe two features of the Catholic funeral rite and 

how they show beliefs about life after death. [5] 

56 

52 c Explain the importance of the Our Father for Catholics. 

[8] 

57 

 

Don’t forget to ‘KISS JO’: 

Knowledge and understanding 

Impact/influence on believers 

Sources of wisdom and authority 

Specialist vocabulary 

 

Judgement (The strongest argument is …) 

Other views (Atheist/humanist/other Christians/Jews) 

 

 

 

b, c and d questions 

d questions only 



C2: Crime and punishment 

53 b Describe the difference between crime and sin. [5] 59 

54 b Describe the aims of punishment. [5] 60 

55 c Explain the Christian teachings about forgiveness. [8] 61 

56 d “Forgiveness is just letting people off.” [15] 61 

57 b Describe the Catholic teaching on capital punishment. [5] 62 

58 d “Capital punishment can never be justified.” [15] 62 

59 c Explain the importance of salvation for Catholics. [8] 64 

60 b Describe the meaning of the paschal mystery. [5] 64 

61 d “A loving God would not send anyone to hell.” [15] 65 

62 c Explain the nature of the Church. [8] 66 

63 b Describe the meaning of Mary as a model of the Church. 

[5] 

67 

64 d “There is no salvation outside of the Church.” [15] 68 

65 b Describe two architectural features of a Catholic church 

and how they reflect the mystery of salvation. [5] 

69 

66 c Explain how the sacred objects within a church show 

Catholic beliefs about salvation. [8] 

70 

67 b Describe the meaning of the sacrament of confirmation 

for Catholics. [5] 

72 

68 c Explain why the Mass is important for Catholics. [8] 74 

69 d “Baptism is the most important sacrament.” [15] 73-74 

70 b Describe Pope Francis’ teaching on evangelisation. [5] 75 

71 c Explain how the Catholic church evangelises. [8] 76 

72 d “It is too difficult to evangelise in the UK.” [15] 77 

73 d “The UK should not be called a Christian country.” [15] 77-78 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GCSE Practice Questions 

 

C3: Judaism 

1 b Describe the nature of God as One and Creator in 

Judaism. [5] 

84 

2 b Describe the meaning of Shekinah in Judaism. [5] 85 

3 c Explain the importance of God as Lawgiver and Judge in 

Judaism. [8] 

84 

4 d “You do not have to believe in the Messiah to be Jewish.” 

[15] 

86 

5 b Describe the meaning of God’s covenant with Abraham. 

[5] 

87 

6 d “God’s covenant with Moses is the most important 

covenant.” [15] 

87 

7 c Explain the importance of the Ten Commandments in 

Judaism. [8] 

88 

8 b Describe the meaning of Pikuach Nefesh. [5] 89 

9 d “The mitzvot should never be broken.” [15] 89 

10 c Explain the different Jewish beliefs about life after 

death. [8] 

91 

11 b Describe the way Jews celebrate Shabbat. [5] 93-95 

12 d “Shabbat is the most important Jewish festival.” [15] 93-95 

13 b Describe the way Jews worship at the synagogue. [5] 97-99 

14 c Explain a synagogue’s role in the community. [8] 99 

15 b Describe the meaning of Brit Milah. [5] 100 

16 c Explain the different Jewish practices about Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah and Bat Chayil. [8] 

101 

17 b Describe how Jewish marriage is celebrated. [5] 102 

18 c Explain the importance of the Tenakh and Talmud. [8] 103 

19 c Explain the importance of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur. [8] 

105 

20 d “You have to keep kosher to be a Jew.” [15] 104 

21 d “Passover is the most important Jewish festival.” [15] 106 

22 b Describe the meaning of the festival of Sukkot. [5] 106 

 


