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KAA Biology AS/A Level Bridging Work  
 

Welcome to KAA Biology!  

 
This bridging work is designed to help you to bridge the gap between your GCSE 

Science studies and the AS/A Level Biology course.  

 

Why do bridging work? 

 

Preparation is crucial for studying A Level Biology. After completing these exercises 

you will need to highlight any areas that you really had trouble understanding. We are 

expecting you to put 100% effort into these tasks to show your commitment to a 

minimum of 1 years study. All of these are essential in the understanding of the 

foundations of biology. 

 

We want you to be successful at A-level Biology and what this takes at GCSE is 

different to what is required at A-level. Although you have fewer subjects, there are 

different skills post-16 and the volume of work is greater due to the increased demand 

of depth and detail. 

 

Bridging work should help you to gauge your current understanding of the subject 

and introduce you to the depth of understanding that is required for study at post-16. 

 

 

Is the bridging work assessed? 

 

Yes. In September, your subject teacher will ask you for your bridging work and it will 

be assessed. Teachers can diagnose your strengths and weaknesses and begin to 

support you in a more targeted way.  

 

Biology A-level 

 

Studying Biology (or, in fact any subject) at A-level will require you to be highly 

organised and effective with your own independent work. Not only will you have to 

balance the workload of this subject and the other subjects you have chosen, you will 

also be required to commit to the subject and do the very best that you can.  

 

Anyone not completing the work or producing that of a poor quality will be spoken to 

and asked to re-consider if this is the correct course for you. Please use resources such 

as the internet, library and your Biology GCSE notes to help you complete this booklet. 

 

As part of your AS/A-Level studies you will have six 55 minute lessons each week in your 

timetable. In these lessons you will cover all the theory and practical work required for 

the course. You are also expected to spend at least five and a half hours a week on 

your Biology work outside of lessons. This will include homework tasks, pre-reading, 

independent study tasks, making additional notes, reviewing lesson materials and 

reading around the subject. To allow you to make a start on this, a suggested reading 

list has been included at the end of this pack.  

 

 



 

 

Your AS Level Biology Qualification will cover the following 4 units:  

1. Biological molecules  

2. Cells  

3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment  

4. Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 

You will sit two examination papers at the end of year 12: 

Paper 1 Paper 2 

What’s assessed 

 Any content from topics 1-4, 

including relevant practical skills 

What’s assessed 

 Any content from topics 1-4, 

including relevant practical skills 

Assessment 

 Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

 75 marks 

 50% of AS 

Assessment 

 Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

 75 marks 

 50% of AS 

Questions 

 65 marks: short answer questions 

 10 marks: comprehension 

question 

Questions 

 65 marks: short answer questions 

 10 marks: comprehension 

question 

 

 

 

 

You should bring this bridging work with you to your 

first year 12 Biology lesson in September. 

 

 

Above and beyond work: bring a journal article 

about something interesting you have read or 

researched over the summer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

If you need to do more preparation……  
 

To support your learning you will be provided with a textbook for the current AS/A-

Level course, this will be in exchange for a deposit, which will be returned once you 

give your book back in good condition. Your teachers are, of course, an excellent 

source of support both in and out of lessons. Other support includes drop-in support 

classes outside of school hours, a MedSoc (for those wishing to study medicine after 

A levels) and further Biology enrichment options to help support your studies.  

 

Additional texts will be available in the school library and a full copy of the 

specification, past papers etc. can be accessed through the AQA website:  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402  

 

  

• Try ‘Head Start’ to AS Biology  

 

• Buy on line at: https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/  

 

• ISBN 978 -1847621177  
 

• Only £4.95! 

 

• It recaps all the tricky topics from GCSE that AS builds on. It is 

ideal preparation for September no matter what GCSE option you 

have followed.  It will also be useful for reference throughout the 

course. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402
http://www.amazon.co.uk/head-start-biology-cgp-books/dp/1847621171


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


