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FILM STUDIES
Why study film?

Studying Film enables you to see the world in a different light and develop a wide range of 
transferable skills for further education, work and life:

*Creative Thinking 

*Critical Thinking 

*Emotional Intelligence 

*Film Analysis 

*Textual Analysis 

*Communication 

*Research skills 

*Literacy 

*Technical competencies (i.e. film editing)
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WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
You will cover the topic areas of: 

*Hollywood 1930-1990 *American Independent Film *British film *European Film *Film 

Production *Global Film *Documentary *Silent Film *Experimental Film *Short Film

• You will study the key elements of film form including cinematography, mise en scène, 

editing, sound and performance. You will also study the contexts of your chosen films 

and what was happening when the film was made. 

• What can the film tell us about history and society at that time? You will study the films 

in terms of the representations they present or challenge. 

• At AS students study the specialist film areas of Spectatorship & Narrative. At A Level 

you will engage in the study of Ideology, the Auteur and Critical Debates surrounding 

Film.
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THE FUTURE…
The study of film is highly regarded. Film Studies has been an academic discipline 

within universities for over 50 years and is regarded as an academic subject in its own 

right. Oxford and Cambridge are now offering Masters and PHD courses in Film 

Studies and Screen Arts. Russell Group universities accept Film Studies as an 

appropriate A level qualification when prospective students apply to study a 

humanities or arts related discipline. 

Employment in the screen industries has grown by over 20% since 2009 and will 

substantially outpace the economy wide increase of 3% if the skills shortages in this 

area are fulfilled. Career paths for students of Film may, of course, include practical 

avenues such as Film-Making, Directing, Producing and Editing but a qualification in 

Film Studies also allows you to move into more theoretical pathways such as Film 

Criticism, Journalism, Teaching and Education.


