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Friday 16 July 2021 

Dear families 

Return to school in September 

After what has been a very challenging year, I was delighted to read the latest Government 
guidance that indicates a return to something close to normal in school from September. To 
support a safe return to normal school for everyone, we will be adjusting the start of the term as 
well as planning in some ‘COVID keeps’ for the school year.   

Start of term 
We will be having a staggered start to the year to allow for Lateral Flow Testing of all students on 
their return after the Summer holidays. We will contact you again soon to obtain your permission 
for these Lateral Flow Tests.  

Friday 3 September Year 7 and Year 12 return to school.  
Students should be on site by 8.30am.  
Year 7 students will be directed to A Block Hall.  
Year 12 students will be directed to B Block Hall. 

Monday 6 September Year 8 and 9 return to school to join Year 7 and 12.  
Year 8 and 9 should arrive by 8.30am and wait on their allocated 
playground for their form tutor to collect them.  

Tuesday 7 September Year 10, 11 and 13 return to school to join Year 7, 8, 9 and 12. 
Year 10 and 11 should arrive by 8.30am and wait on their 
allocated playground for their form tutor to collect them.  
Year 13 should move directly to their form group at 8.40am.  

 All other years should wait on their allocated playground for their 
form tutor to collect them. 

 

All students will receive a Lateral Flow Test on their return to school, with a second test carried out 
at the end of the week.  

Start of the day  
Students will continue to line up on their allocated playground at the start of the day. Their form 
tutor will then collect them and escort them into the building.   

Keeping safe  
Although many of the restrictions associated with COVID will be lifted from Monday 16 August, we 
will maintain an enhanced cleaning regime and still ask students to wear masks when they are in 
corridors or the canteen. We will also maintain ventilation around the site to minimise the risk of 
infection.   



Positive cases of COVID 19  
From September 2021, students will no longer be required to isolate if they are identified as a 
close contact with a positive case. Instead, parents/ carers will be encouraged to take their child 
for a PCR test. Students will still be expected to carry out a Lateral Flow Test twice a week at 
home. If a child shows symptoms of COVID, it is still important that they are kept off school and 
that a PCR test is taken as soon as possible.    

Uniform and equipment  
As you are aware, we have the highest expectations of uniform. Please ensure that your child 
arrives for school every day wearing our school uniform. From September, students will resume 
changing for PE, rather than staying in their PE kit all day. We are very excited to see our students 
in our new school skirt.   

To ensure the best possible progress is made on our return, students need to be fully equipped for 
their lessons. This means a full pencil case, including a pencil, pens, a ruler, eraser, mathematics 
equipment and a calculator.   

Lunch time  
From September, all students will have access to the canteen. Initially, Year 7 will be allowed into 
the canteen 15 minutes before the rest of the school. During first break, Key Stage 3 students will 
have priority access to the canteen. During second break, Key Stage 4 and 5 students will have 
priority access to the canteen.  

School buses  
The Local Authority has informed us that it is highly likely that all of our bus routes will continue to 
run in some form next academic year. However, students will only be able to use their bus passes 
on allocated school bus routes. I should receive formal notification of the bus routes on Friday 23 
July. I will write to you again as soon as arrangements are confirmed to give you time to plan your 
child’s journey in and out of school.  

The last eighteen months have been an incredibly difficult time for our young people. They have 
been beacons of resilience and good will in this time. It is encouraging to think that we are heading 
back towards something close to normal. The children deserve this.   

If you have any questions about arrangements for the new school year, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school on admin@bishopullathorne.co.uk.  

In the meantime, may I take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing patience and support. 
Have a wonderful Summer.  

Yours sincerely 

Mr Billings  
Headteacher 


