
Component 1  

Investigating Geographical Issues Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 40% of qualification 96 marks (plus 4 

marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terms)  

Component 1 will assess content from all three compulsory themes of the specification.  

Three structured questions, each of 32 marks, will include opportunities for assessment using multiple choice, data 

response, short open response and extended responses. At least one open response question will synthesise 

knowledge and understanding of the UK as a whole.  

Theme 1 Key Questions Theme 2 Key Questions Theme 3 Key Questions 

 To what extent is urbanisation a 
global phenomenon?  

 What are the ways of life and 
current challenges created by 
urbanisation in two global cities? 
What strategies can be used to 
manage the impacts of urbanisation 
in global cities?  

 What changes are taking place in 
where people live in both urban and 
rural areas of the UK?  

 What are the distinctive features of 
urban areas in the UK?  

 What factors help to drive urban 
and rural change across the UK? 
What is the cause and effect of 
change in retail provision across the 
UK?  

 What are the issues associated with 
leisure use in urban and rural areas 
across the UK?  

 What are global patterns of 
development?  

 What are the global processes that 
connect countries at different levels 
of development including the UK? 

 What are the causes and 
consequences of uneven 
development?  

 What are the advantages of 
different types of aid project? 

 How do people and processes contribute to the 
development of distinctive coastal landscapes in 
the UK?  

 How are coastlines managed? 

 Why is coastal management often controversial? 

 What are the predicted impacts of climate change 
on coastal landscapes and communities? 

 How do people and processes contribute to the 
development of distinctive river landscapes in the 
UK? 

 Why do rivers flood and what are the 
consequences of flooding? 

 How can rivers be managed to reduce the risk of 
flooding? 

 Why is river flood management often 
controversial? 

 Why is the UK climate so variable? 

 How does the global circulation of the 
atmosphere create distinctive climate zones? 

 How are weather hazards distributed at a global 
scale and how does this pattern change over 
time? 

 What are the causes, impacts and responses to 
two contrasting extreme weather events? 

 How has climate changed during the Quaternary 
period? 

 What are the causes of global warming? 

 What are the consequences of climate change?  

 How and why do attitudes to climate change 
vary?  

 What role can individuals and government in the 
UK play in reducing the risk of climate change? 

 What is the relationship 
between climate and biomes at 
a global scale?  

 What physical processes and 
interactions operate within 
ecosystems?  

 How are small scale ecosystems 
in the UK used and managed? 

 How are ecosystems used by 
people?  

 How are ecosystems damaged 
by human activity? 

 Why and how are ecosystems 
managed in a sustainable way? 

 Why does supply and demand 
for water vary over time and 
space? 

 What happens when demand 
for water exceeds supply? 

 What are the challenges of 
managing water supplies?  

 What are the physical processes 
operating in hot semi-arid 
regions that make them 
vulnerable to desertification?  

 To what extent does human 
activity contribute to the 
problem of desertification?  

 How can environments 
vulnerable to desertification be 
managed? 

 
Component 2 
Problem Solving Geography Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 30% of qualification 72 marks (plus 4 marks for 
spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terms)  

 Part A will introduce an issue and set the geographical context (in terms of location and scale). This structured 
question will include opportunities for assessment using multiple choice, data response and short open 
responses. 

 Part B will outline a number of possible solutions to the issue. This structured question will include opportunities 
for assessment using multiple choice, data response and short open responses.  

 Part C will provide an opportunity for the candidates to choose a solution and justify their choice following 
interpretation and analysis of the information and evaluation of the issue. Assessment will be by longer open 
response. 

 
Component 3 
Applied Fieldwork Enquiry Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 30% of qualification 72 marks (plus 4 marks for 
spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terms)  

 Part A will assess approaches to fieldwork methodology, representation and analysis.  

 Part B will assess how fieldwork enquiry may be used to investigate geography's conceptual frameworks.  

 Part C will assess the application of broad geographical concepts to a wider UK context and assess the ability to 
make and justify a decision. 

 



Use of mathematics and statistics in geography  

The list below outlines the range and extent of mathematical and statistical techniques required by WJEC Eduqas 

GCSE Geography B.  

Numerical skills Statistical skills Cartographic skills Graphical skills 

 Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
number, area and 
scale and the 
quantitative 
relationships between 
units 

 Design fieldwork data 
collection sheets and 
collect data with an 
understanding of 
accuracy, sample size 
and procedures, 
control groups and 
reliability 

 Understand and 
correctly use 
proportion and ratio, 
magnitude and 
frequency 

 Draw informed 
conclusions from 
numerical data 

 Use appropriate 
measures of central 
tendency, spread and 
cumulative frequency 

 Calculate percentage 
increase or decrease 
and understand the 
use of percentiles 

 Describe relationships 
in bivariate data. 

 Identify weaknesses in 
selective statistical 
presentation of data 

 Use and understand 
gradient, contour and 
spot height on OS 
maps and other 
isoline maps 

 Interpret cross 
sections and transects 

 Use and understand 
coordinates, scale and 
distance. 

 Describe and interpret 
geo-spatial data 
presented in a GIS 
framework. 

 Select and construct 
appropriate graphs 
and charts to present 
data, using 
appropriate scales. 

 Interpret and extract 
information from 
different types of 
graphs 

 Interpret different 
graphs to identify 
patterns and trends 

 Interpret population 
pyramids, choropleth 
maps and flow-line 
maps. 

  


