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Wednesday 17 June 2020 
 

Dear parent/ carer 

Key stage 3 focus  

We previously wrote to you thanking you for your resilience and patience in the early stages of our 

partial school closure. We would now like to extend our sincere gratitude for your continued 

support and explain the next steps in our thinking. 

This week, in line with Government guidance and following a great deal of planning and 

preparation, we have been delighted to begin to welcome our Year 10 and Year 12 students into 

school. Separate ‘bubbles’ are now running alongside our continuing Key Worker School. It has 

been a relief to make face-to-face contact again, for all concerned. However, for parents and 

carers with younger children, I understand how frustrating it may feel.  

As you will have heard through the national media, there are no plans for the majority of Key Stage 

3 students to return to school before September - at the earliest. We have been struggling with 

what this means in reality and trying to plan the best way forward for some time. Therefore, in 

order to help children focus at home for the last few weeks of this term and to provide us with some 

benchmarking for September, we have adjusted our approach slightly for our Key Stage 3 

students.  

In the week beginning Monday 6 July, we will be setting four, hour-long assessments for each of 

our Key Stage 3 students. There will be one assessment for English, mathematics, science and 

RE for each student. The intention is to provide individual feedback by Friday 17 July. The 

assessment dates are below. 

 English Mathematics Science  RE 

Year 7 Monday 6 July  Tuesday 7 July  Wednesday 8 July  Thursday 9 July 

Year 8  Tuesday 7 July  Wednesday 8 July  Thursday 9 July Friday 10 July 

Year 9 Wednesday 8 July  Thursday 9 July Friday 10 July Monday 6 July 

 

To support this, each of these four subject areas will be recording an online masterclass for each 

year group. Through these, teachers will explain the assessment and talk through how to respond 

to each element. This use of technology is new for us. However, we are hoping to post the 

masterclasses online in the week beginning Monday 22 June. The posting dates are below.  

 English Mathematics Science  RE 

Year 7 Monday 22 June  Tuesday 23 June  Wednesday 24 June  Thursday 25 June 

Year 8  Tuesday 23 June  Wednesday 24 June  Thursday 25 June Friday 26 June 

Year 9 Wednesday 24 June  Thursday 25 June Friday 26 June Monday 22 June 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

All subject areas will continue to set work as before. However, our generic advice is still that 

students should only try to complete a minimum of two hours of school work each day. 

Between now and the end of term, we recommend that they revise for their assessments and 

select from the menu of work set in other subjects areas.  

We hope that you find this guidance useful when juggling household commitments. Obviously, your 

child could attempt more, or even less, as we are learning each day that everyone’s circumstances 

and experiences are different.  

In addition to this renewed curriculum focus, we would like to re-emphasise the importance of 

reading and also student well-being. We are creating a new, dedicated Key Stage 3 section of 

our school website. Our intention is for this to go live in time to share our online masterclasses.  

Each day, we also intend to post extracts from a carefully selected novel. The whole text will be 

read by members of staff so hopefully students will enjoy hearing this engaging text read by 

familiar voices. It may also spark their interest in fiction.  

‘How to …’ tutorials, on a range of areas such as baking and drawing portraits, will also be offered 

by staff with particular expertise. They can be accessed if, or when, students are able.  

A number of other challenges and fun activities will also continue to be shared via our website 

and social media platforms. Targeted primarily at our Key Stage 3 students, they will be offered to 

supplement academic work and hopefully support you at home.  

We are really missing the playground voices of our students and their bright, smiling faces. Please 

remember that we put every child at the centre of each decision which we make – even if we do 

not get it quite right all of the time. We are very proud of what our students have achieved in the 

community and some of the positive stories which have emerged from this unprecedented 

situation. Please continue to share these with us. 

If you have any questions about the assessments, or would like hard copies, please contact the 

school directly on: admin@bishopullathorne.co.uk 

Thank you again and God bless.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs L Evans Bent 
Assistant Headteacher 
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