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Thursday 25 February 2021 

 
Dear parent/ carer 
 
Return to school  
We are delighted that our students will be returning to school from Monday 8 March 2021. We know that this is very 
welcome news to many of you and we are looking forward to welcoming our students back to school. This letter 
updates you on what we now need to do to plan for this return. I have also attached a short booklet which will 
hopefully work as an easy reference guide to discuss school return with your family. 
 
Current guidance and information 
The main operational guidance which we are currently reviewing can be viewed at: Schools coronavirus (COVID-19) 
operational guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk) and the main media release responding to frequently asked 
questions is at: All students to return to school and college from 8 March and what you need to know - Education in 
the media (blog.gov.uk). 
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
The expectation is that schools will open from Monday 8 March and we have planned a staggered return to enable 
students to do a Lateral Flow Test (LFT) before returning to classes. This is essential to ensure that we re-open to all 
students safely by reducing the number of asymptomatic cases on site. We will be very careful about how we 
conduct mass testing in a safe and controlled manner, keeping the health and safety of everyone at the heart of our 
decision making. 
 
A consent form has been sent to you asking for permission for students to do an LFT at school. Consenting students 
will then be tested up to two more times at three-day intervals before beginning to test themselves at home. We will 
provide all students with two home tests each week from Monday 15 March. We recommend that these are 
conducted on a Sunday and Friday evening. An instructional video will be shown to students and placed on our 
school website to support our children in conducting these successfully. To facilitate initial testing of all students and 
staff, the return to school will be staggered as follows:  

Monday 8 March 8.30am Year 11 students return to school. Students will be 
directed to either A Block or B Block Hall to await 
testing. Normal lessons should resume from 10am. 

11am Year 10 students return to school. Students will be 
directed to either A Block or B Block Hall to await 
testing. Normal lessons should resume from 
12.30pm. 

12.30pm Year 12 and 13 students return to school. Students 
will be directed to either A Block or B Block Hall to 
await testing. Normal lessons should resume from 
2pm. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963541/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963541/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/22/all-students-to-return-to-school-and-college-from-8-march-and-what-you-need-to-know/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/22/all-students-to-return-to-school-and-college-from-8-march-and-what-you-need-to-know/


 

 

Tuesday 9 March 8.30am Year 7 students return to school. Students will be 
directed to either A Block or B Block Hall to await 
testing. Normal lessons should resume from 10am. 

11am Year 9 students return to school. Students will be 
directed to either A Block or B Block Hall to await 
testing. Normal lessons should resume from 
12.30pm. 

Wednesday 10 March  8.30am Year 8 students return to school. Students will be 
directed to either A Block or B Block Hall to await 
testing. Normal lessons should resume from 10am. 

 
Students will be expected to wait patiently in their designated Hall until the result of their LFT is received. It is 
recommended that students bring a book and a bottle of water with them.  
We will then conduct a second test in school, during normal school hours, either on Thursday 11 March or Friday 12 
March, depending on year group.  
Once our whole school community has returned, on Wednesday 10 March we will be spending the afternoon in form 
groups. This will provide time for reflection and discussion around the impact of the last few months. 
 
Face coverings 
In addition, there has been a change to guidance for the use of face coverings for students and staff in secondary 
schools. All students and staff will be required to wear face coverings in communal spaces where social distancing is 
not possible. This includes in classrooms during lessons and in corridors. With this in mind, all students will continue 
to be required to bring a face covering to school each day. 
 
Attendance 
The Government has also made clear that attendance on-site at school is compulsory for all students except for 
those who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) and have received shielding letters from their GP practice. Our 
school buses will be operating as normal from Monday 8 March. 
 
Awarding of qualifications for summer 2021 examination series 
We are expecting an announcement on the outcome of the awarding of qualifications this week. As soon as we have 
these details, we will write to you to explain how we will apply these at Bishop Ullathorne. It is essential that both 
Year 11 and Year 13 students continue to undertake revision and preparation for testing as it is likely that a final 
grade will be made up of a combination of in-school testing and classwork. 
 
Consent for testing 
An email has been sent to you with details about how to give consent for testing. We are asking that you follow the 
steps in this email to give consent or to indicate that you do not consent for your child to be tested. Please can you 
complete this by the end of the day on Monday 1 March to allow us to plan for mass testing.  
We would like to thank you once again for your ongoing support and it is fantastic to now see the light at the end of 
the tunnel. We have valued all of your support over the last twelve months as we have navigated our way through 
the difficulties posed by the virus. 
We look forward to seeing you all soon and to continuing to work in partnership with you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
C Billings 
Headteacher 

 


