
 

GCSE Revision Folder Contents Page 2018-19 

Section 1 Section A: Paper 1 Part A Germany, 1890–1945: 
Democracy and dictatorship  
 
Paper 1 Section B: (European depth Study): Conflict and tension, 
1894–1918 

 
Paper 2 Section A: Britain: Health and the people c1000-the present 
day 

 

Paper 2 Section B: -British Depth Study: Norman England, c1066–
c1100 

 
What to include in each section: 

 
1. A timeline of key events.  

 
2. Notes and/or mind maps for each topic that you have made based 

on what is in your exercise book and from photocopies of 
textbooks given during lessons. 

 
3. Notes and/or mind maps that you have made when listening to 

revision podcasts. 
 

4. Advice given on how to tackle each question. 
 

5. Model answers. 
 

6. Answers to practice questions. 
 

7. Answers from mock exams. 
 

8. Resources downloaded from sharepoint. 
 

9. Resources from study guides. 
 
   10. Resources found from the internet 
 

 
 
 

 



Paper 1 Part A Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship 
 

Part one: Germany and the growth of democracy 

1. What was Germany like before the First World War?  
2. What was the Weimar Republic?  
3. Why did Germans hate the Treaty of Versailles?  
4. 1923: The Weimar Republic in trouble  
5. Murders and uprisings  
6. Hitler and the Munich Putsch  
7. To what extent did the Weimar Republic recover after 1923? Germany’s Golden Age. 

Part two: Germany and the Depression 

1. How did the depression affect Germany?  

2. The growth of the Nazi Party  

3. The growth of the Nazi Party  

4. Who voted for the Nazis? 

5. How did Hitler become Chancellor? 

6. How did Hitler begin to eliminate his opposition?  

7. The Night of the Long Knives 

Part three: The experiences of Germans under the Nazis 

1. Work and bread’  

2. Did Hitler make Germany ‘self-sufficient’?  

3. Were ordinary Germans better off under the Nazis?  

4. The impact of war 

5. How did the Nazis change the lives of young people?  

6. Women in Nazi Germany  

7. Christianity and the Nazis  

8.  Who was on Hitler’s ‘hate list’?  

9. The journey to the Final Solution 

10. Fear and terror: repression and the police state  

11. ‘Winning people over’  

12. How were the arts and culture of Germany affected by Nazi rule?  

13. How were the arts and culture of Germany affected by Nazi rule?  

14. Resistance and opposition to Hitler 

 



Paper 1: Understanding the 
modern world 

Examples of questions 

Section A (Period Study):  
Germany, 1890–1945: 
Democracy and dictatorship 

• The Explain 
question 

• The bullet point 
question 

• The 
interpretations 
questions 

Section A (Period Study): 
1. How does Interpretation B differ from Interpretation A 

about life for young people in Nazi Germany?  Explain 
your answer using Interpretations A and B. 4 marks        

2. Why might the authors of Interpretations A and B have 
a different interpretation about life for young people in 
Nazi Germany?  Explain your answer using 
Interpretations A and B and your contextual 
knowledge. 4 marks       

3. Which interpretation do you find more convincing 
about life for young people in Nazi Germany? Explain 
your answer using Interpretations A and B and your 
contextual knowledge.  [8 marks]      

4. Describe two problems faced by the German 
government in dealing with hyperinflation. 4 marks     

5. In what ways did the lives of people in Germany 
change during the First World War? Explain your 
answer. 8 marks       

6. Which of the following was the more important reason 
why Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany in 
1933:   

                      • The economic weakness of the Weimar Republic  
                      • The political weakness of the Weimar Republic?  
Explain your answer with reference to both bullet points. 12 marks  

 

This section should include 
 

1. A timeline of key events.  
 

2. Notes and/or mind maps for each topic that you have made based on what is 
in your exercise book and from photocopies of textbooks given during 
lessons. 

 
3. Notes and/or mind maps that you have made when listening to revision 

podcasts. 
 

4. Advice given on how to tackle each question. 
 

5. Model answers. 
 

6. Answers to practice questions. 
 

7. Answers from mock exams. 
 

8. Resources downloaded from sharepoint. 
 

9. Resources from study guides. 
 

10. Resources found from the internet. 



 

Paper 1 Section B: Conflict and tension, 1894–1918 (WW1) 
 

 Part one: why did tension build in Europe from the 1890s-1914? 

 1. Why did Europe divide into 2 alliances?  
2. The crises in Morocco (1905 and 1911) and the Balkans (1908–1909 
3. What effect did Anglo-German rivalry have on European tensions?   
4.  How and why did Slav nationalism trigger the start of war in 1914?  
5. What was the Schlieffen Plan and how did it help to escalate  the conflict? 

Part 2: The First World War: stalemate 

1.  Why did the Schlieffen Plan fail?   

2.  What was the The Western Front? 

3. What was the impact of military tactics and technology, on the war? What were 

the key battles of the war?   

4.  The war on other fronts: Gallipoli and its failure;  

5. The events and significance of the war at sea, including Jutland, the U-Boat 
campaign and convoys. 

Part three: ending the war 

1. What effect did the Bolshevik Revolution and the withdrawal of Russia have on 
the war? 

2. Why did the USA join the war? 

3. Why did Germany’ surrender in 1918?  

4. The contribution of Haig and Foch to Germany’s defeat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper 1: Understanding the 
modern world 

Examples of questions 

Section B (European depth 
Study): Conflict and tension, 
1894–1918 

• The ‘support’ 
question 

• The ‘utility’ 
question 

• The ‘write an 
account’ question 

• The ‘balanced 
judgment’ 
question 

Section B (European Depth Study): 
1. Study Source A.  Source A supports the United States 

joining the First World War.  How do you know?  
Explain your answer using Source A and your 
contextual knowledge. 4 marks       

2. Study Sources B and C.  How useful are Sources B 
and C to a historian studying the Battle of the 
Somme?  Explain your answer using Sources B and 
C and your contextual knowledge. 12 marks   

3. Write an account of how events following the 
Ludendorff Offensive became a crisis for both sides. 
8 marks 

4. ‘The actions of Austria-Hungary were the main 
reason for the start of the First World War.’    How far 
do you agree with this statement?  Explain your 
answer.  16 marks 

 
 
This section should include 
 

1. A timeline of key events.  
 

2. Notes and/or mind maps for each topic that you have made based on what is 
in your exercise book and from photocopies of textbooks given during 
lessons. 

 
3. Notes and/or mind maps that you have made when listening to revision 

podcasts. 
 

4. Advice given on how to tackle each question. 
 

5. Model answers. 
 

6. Answers to practice questions. 
 

7. Answers from mock exams. 
 

8. Resources downloaded from sharepoint. 
 

9. Resources from study guides. 
 

10. Resources found from the internet. 
 

 

 

 

 



Paper 2 Section A: Britain: Health and the people c1000-the present day 

 

Part one: Medicine stands still  

1. What did a medieval doctor know? 
2. How did Christianity affect medieval medicine? 
3. How did Islam affect medieval medicine? 
4. How good was Medieval Surgery? 
5. Where was public health worse in the medieval period? 
6. Where was public health better in the medieval period? Consequences of poor public health: the Black 

Death. 

 

Part two: The beginnings of change  

1. What was the Renaissance? 

2. The impact of the Renaissance on Britain: the work of Vesalius: How important were Paré’s discoveries? 

3. How did Harvey make his discovery? 

4. How scientific was seventeenth- and eighteenth-century medicine? 

5. How did doctors deal with the Great Plague? 

6. How did hospitals change in the eighteenth century? 

7. Why should we remember John Hunter? 

 

Part 3: A revolution in medicine  

1. What was Edward Jenner’s contribution to the defeat of smallpox? 

2. How was pain conquered? 

3. How did doctors in Britain discover that germs caused diseases? 

4. How important was Joseph Lister? 

5. How did scientists discover that germs caused human diseases? The debate continues in Britain: accepting 
Pasteur’s Germ Theory. 

6. The search for vaccines and cures in Europe and Britain 

7. How dirty were Britain’s towns in the early 1800s? 

8. Fighting one of Britain’s deadliest diseases: cholera 

9. The Great Stink 

 

10. Part four: Modern medicine  

11. What can a study of penicillin tell us about the development of modern medicine?  

12. How have drugs and treatments developed since 1945?  

13. Beyond mainstream medicine 

14. What impact has war and technology had on surgery?  

15.  Why did the government try to improve the nation’s health after 1900? Into the twenty-first century  

 



Paper 2: Shaping the Nation Examples of questions 

Section A (Thematic Study):  
Britain: Health and the people: 

c1000 to the present day 

1. The ‘utility’ question 

2. The comparison 
question: What are the 

similarities/differences? 

3. The factors question 

4. The ‘significance’ 
question 

Section A (Thematic Study): 

1. How useful is Source A to a historian studying the creation of the 

NHS?  Explain your answer using Source A and your contextual 
knowledge. 8 marks 

2. Explain the significance of penicillin in the development of 
medicine. 8 marks 

3. Compare surgery in the Middle Ages with surgery at the time of 
John Hunter. In what ways were they similar? Explain your answer 
with reference to both times.  8 marks 

4. Has science and technology been the main factor in understanding 

the causes of disease in Britain? Explain your answer with 
reference to science and technology and other factors. Use 

examples from your study of Health and the People.  

 

This section should include 
 

1. A timeline of key events.  
 

2. Notes and/or mind maps for each topic that you have made based on what is 
in your exercise book and from photocopies of textbooks given during 
lessons. 

 
3. Notes and/or mind maps that you have made when listening to revision 

podcasts. 
 

4. Advice given on how to tackle each question. 
 

5. Model answers. 
 

6. Answers to practice questions. 
 

7. Answers from mock exams. 
 

8. Resources downloaded from sharepoint. 
 

9. Resources from study guides. 
 

10. Resources found from the internet. 
 

 

 

 

 



Paper 2 Section B: -British Depth Study: Norman England, c1066–c1100 

Part one: The Normans: conquest and control 

1. England before 1066: What was it like?  
2.  Who were the Normans?  
3.  Rivals for the throne  
4.  Preparing to invade Hardrada invades  
5.  Harold versus William: who will win?  
6. William, King of England  
7. Who fought back?  
8.  The Harrying of the North  
9.  Why did Hereward the Wake rebel? 

Part two: Life under the Normans 

1. How did William use land to help him control the country?  

1. Historic Environment 2020: The Battle of Hastings 

2.  What does the Domesday Book tell us about King William’s England?  

3.  Who killed William II?  

4.  Keeping law and order 

5. What did a Norman village look like?  

6. A peasant’s year 

7.  How much did towns grow under the Normans?  

8. Did the Norman conquest change everyday life? 

Part three: The Norman Church and monasticism 

2. How religious were people in the Norman times?  

3.  How did the Normans influence religion in England?  

4. The life of a monk  

5. Educating England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper 2: Shaping the Nation Examples of questions 

Section B (British Depth 
Study)Norman England, 
c1066–c1100 

1. The Explain 
question 

2. The ‘write an 
account’ question 

3. The ‘importance’ 
question 

4. How ‘convincing’ 
is this 
interpretation?  

5. The ‘Historic 
environment’ 
question 

Section B (British Depth Study): 
1. How convincing is Interpretation A about the impact of the 

Normans on English monasteries?   Explain your answer 
using Interpretation A and your contextual knowledge? 8 
marks 

2. Explain what was important about land holding and 
lordship in Norman England.  8 marks 

3. Write an account of the ways in which the lives of Anglo-
Saxon villagers stayed the same under the Normans.  8 
marks 

4.  ‘Luck was the main reason for the outcome of battles in 
this period.’  How far does a study of the battle of 
Stamford Bridge support this statement?  Explain your 
answer.  You should refer to Stamford Bridge and your 
contextual knowledge. 16 marks 

 

 

This section should include 
 

1. A timeline of key events.  
 

2. Notes and/or mind maps for each topic that you have made based on what is 
in your exercise book and from photocopies of textbooks given during 
lessons. 

 
3. Notes and/or mind maps that you have made when listening to revision 

podcasts. 
 

4. Advice given on how to tackle each question. 
 

5. Model answers. 
 

6. Answers to practice questions. 
 

7. Answers from mock exams. 
 

8. Resources downloaded from sharepoint. 
 

9. Resources from study guides. 
 

10. Resources found from the internet. 
 


